Kesva an Taves Kernewek 
Notes for teachers of students taking examinations in 2026
It should be possible for most students to take the examinations in an examination centre but it is recognised that some will not. 
Please read the document '2026 Examinations – Arrangements' on the Kesva website under 'Examinations', which explains how the examinations will be conducted. 
It would be of enormous help if you could discuss these arrangements with your students to ensure that they are understood and that every student has a plan for how they will prepare themselves. Inevitably some students will have particular difficulties and they should be encouraged to contact the General Secretary to resolve them. 
Written Examinations – All Grades 
Students, who need to sit the examination ‘at home’, will need to nominate an invigilator who will receive the examination papers in advance of the exam and who will ensure that the exam is conducted appropriately. Teachers can help by offering to be a student's invigilator, but should note that the expectation is that invigilators will be in the same room as a student during the exam. Some teachers usually take students through a 'mock exam', using past papers from the Kesva website. Teachers can help students by doing these this year under conditions similar to those that will prevail in the real exam. 
It may be that a very small number of students cannot organise an invigilator. Teachers can help by encouraging them to contact the General Secretary to make other arrangements. 
Oral Examinations – All Grades 
The expectation is that oral exams will be carried out using a video-conferencing facility – preferably Zoom – or face to face, if that is really not possible, over the phone. Exams may be interrupted by communication failures (WiFi, internet). If this happens communication must be re-established at some point and the exam completed. Role Plays should be re-started from the beginning. 
Oral exams can be held face to face if both student and teacher or examiner agree to this and it is not in contravention of any pertaining regulations. 
Depending on the specific arrangements made (see below), students, teachers or invigilators will need to have the ability to play an MP3 file or a CD. 
Arrangements for the oral exam are likely to be complicated and teachers can help their students by discussing options with them and checking that they have made viable arrangements before the exam period begins. 


Oral Examinations – First Grade 
The oral examinations for a first grade student are usually carried out by the student's teacher, and the Kesva would be grateful if teachers could make arrangements to do so this year too. 
Where this is possible, teachers and their students will need to make their own arrangements for conducting the exam. The Prepared Conversation, Unprepared Conversation (questions) and Role Play elements must be carried out by the teacher. Unprepared conversation (questions) could be carried out with 3 or 4 students together but the Role Play and Prepared Conversation must be done with students individually. The Listening and Comprehension element can be carried out by the teacher, the invigilator who is overseeing the student's written exam, or another invigilator. 
Where the exam will not be carried out by the student's teacher, or the student does not have a teacher, arrangements for first grade students will be as described for other grades (below). 
Oral Examinations – Second and Third Grades 
Students will need to nominate an invigilator who will carry out the Listening and Comprehension element of the exam with them. Teachers could help students by offering to be this invigilator if appropriate. 
All other elements of the exam will be carried out by the Kesva's examiners who will make the necessary arrangements with the student, in advance, by email or phone. The Third Grade oral examination will be recorded. 
Oral Examinations – Fourth Grade 
Students will need to nominate an invigilator who will carry out the Listening and Comprehension element of the exam with them. Teachers could help students by offering to be this invigilator if appropriate. 
The Conversation and 'Dadhel' elements of the oral exam will be conducted using Zoom video-conferencing, with groups of up to four candidates and the examiner. The exam will be recorded. There is no other option, so teachers wishing to help students prepare for these elements should do so using Zoom if at all possible. 
Other Considerations 
The Kesva will be as flexible as possible with regard to acceptance of any arrangements students and teachers make for the exams. Teachers can help by encouraging students not to assume that sitting an exam is impossible before contacting the General Secretary with a view to resolving any specific concerns. 
